LEGENDS OF THE LONE STAR BONSAI FEDERATION
This series of articles is a program by the LSBF Board to recognize the legends of our organization and will be featured in the LSBF Newsletter over the next few years.  The legends are members of LSBF who have, in some way, impacted the advancement of bonsai art in our organization. As the articles are published they will also be archived on the LSBF Website as a permanent record.
Mike Hansen-           by Joey McCoy 
Austin Bonsai Society
Michael Hansen is a name known throughout the state as a teacher, owner and operator of MBP Bonsai Studio and nursery in Pflugerville just north of Austin, and as a long-time friend to bonsai hobbyists everywhere. Over the years he has encouraged and educated many who have gone on to teach about Bonsai themselves.

It turns out that Bonsai is an interest which was encouraged by his wife Candy. Back in 1971 in Minnesota when she was pregnant with their daughter Lori, she asked Mike to cut back on his hobby of stock car races (he was a mechanic) and find an interest closer to home. A reader's digest article on Bonsai gave the spark of imagination he needed. Later he learned that his good friend Brussel Martin (of Brussel's Bonsai) also began bonsai from discovering this same article. Mike quickly started experimenting with local plants and collected native junipers from the field of his father in law who allowed cutting of the junipers for Christmas trees. Mike would collect many short stump-cut junipers from this field. He almost gave up on Bonsai when he took advice from a book from California recommending leaving 
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2016-  Mike Hansen & Chinese Elm
junipers outdoors in the winter – it will kill your trees in St. Paul, Minnesota! This began his desire to always focus on local conditions to properly grow bonsai. In St. Paul in the early 1980's Mike & Candy began their pottery business Midwest Bonsai Pottery. They specialized in brown stoneware slip molded pots with a variety of experimented glazes. Mike's was primarily influenced by bonsai artist Toshio Saburomaro at this time.
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1986-  Mike and Candy Hansen vending
The Hansens moved to Texas in 1985 in a U-haul truck of bonsai, their pottery business and household items during the bitter cold of winter with a kerosine heater in the back to keep their precious plants alive. In Austin now, their business slowly morphed into the more familiar MBP Bonsai which we know today.
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1986- Mike Hansen
In 1989 the book Outstanding American Bonsai was published and many of our wonderful Texas artists are represented. Mike has two trees featured inside: a collected Boxwood and a Multi-trunk Scots Pine. He received the Outstanding American Bonsai Artist Award in 1987, was the recipient of Minnesota Best of Show awards in 1980 – 1984 and has been an exhibitor in many International Bonsai Congress conventions.

In 2000 the Hansens moved to Pflugerville in their current location, the 3 ½ acre nursery and eventually opened the studio space. Their daughter Tammy lived in Japan as a student and stayed to teach, and during this time Mike made trips to visit. While there he made contacts and studied with Japanese bonsai masters such as Susumu Nakamura, Hiroyoshi Yamaji, & Kuniaki Hiramatsu. He wasn't treated as an apprentice, but rather as a visiting American Professional. 

After the 2001 attack on the World Trade Center, Homeland Security canceled all plant import licenses and stopped Bonsai entering the US. Mike and Brussel Martin worked with them to actually help write the new import laws on Bonsai for the first 10 years. This is when MBP began importing live Bonsai from Japan and China. MBP had one of the first two reinstated quarantine import licenses in the country, becoming one of the few places in the US who were able to have an authorized quarantine building.

Saburo Kato wanted Mike to be Bonsai Clubs International President, and he was from 1992-1995. He was a director of BCI for 13 years, a long time Director of the American Bonsai Society, served as President of the Minnesota Bonsai Society, Chair of the 1987 BCI Convention in Minnesota, President of the Austin Bonsai Society, Editor of Austin's Bonsai Notebook, the Chair of The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit, Delegate to LSBF, and Co-Chair of the 2008 LSBF/ABS Convention in San Antonio.
Mike has literally written the book on Japanese Black Pine in Texas, and was featured in a video production on Bonsai that can be found on VHS as well as on You Tube. His favorite tree species to work on in Texas would be the Cedar Elm, in Minnesota it would be the Black Spruce. When asked what his advice would be for new bonsai enthusiasts, he says not to be afraid to actually jump in and get started, to start with several bonsai and to start cheap. People should look to native species so you're not constantly fighting the environment, and most importantly they shouldn't be afraid to ask for help!
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1987- Mike with Melba Tucker
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The Art
of Bonsai

Featuring Internatiorially renowned Bonsaist.
Mike Hansen (Past President of Bonsai Clubs
International, and Minnesota and Austin
% Bonsai Societies) with hostess Sonja Gordon.
This 90 minute tape will take you from
historical beginnngs to a complete how-to
to help you create a Bonsai masterpiece.
Included is an added bonus segment:
"Tools of Bonsai" to help you use the
Mike Hansen right equipment the right way!
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